
Left: Our wish is for you to help 
celebrate! See center spread

For some children, coping with limitations or 
disappointments can seem unbearable. A simple 
reminder of bedtime from a parent can ignite 
catastrophizing, a situation in which feelings 
of rejection, sadness, anger, or hopelessness 

unmanageable. The oldest of two children, 

and mental health support, but her emotional 

residential treatment center. 
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he entire Green Chimneys community gathered to 
officially celebrate our 75th anniversary, and honor 
our late founders, Sam and Myra Ross.

Staff and children enjoyed an animal parade, food and games, 
and buried a time capsule to be opened on Green Chimneys' 
150th Founders Day on October 27, 2097.

A special highlight was an original skit commemorating the 
founding of Green Chimneys. Recreation Director Zac Staszak 
and Associate Executive Director of Human Resources Donna 
Kessler played the roles of Sam and Myra with great humor 
and admiration.  

“It’s so important for us to remember the people who worked 
tirelessly to create this amazing organization,” said Executive 
Director Edward Placke. “We are proud to carry on their 
legacy and help so many more children and families over the 
next 75 years!”

T

Honoring Our 
Founders

Enjoy photo highlights by scanning the QR code  
or visit greenchimneys.org/founders-day
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we plan for the future of this wonderful 

appropriate education, meaningful 

respect for nature. For this to be 

and the remarkable work of our 

animals that followed. 

continue to do so deep into the future. The 

all we do for our children, their families, 

75 Years and 
Counting
From Executive Director 
Dr. Edward Placke

A



Parents 
Supporting
Parents 

not attending school and was withdrawing 

and anguish that this situation was causing 

function, go to work, and support the 

parent of a special needs child.  

through the parent training and support 

attending these training sessions and 

how important it is for me to spend time 

escalation or potential problems. 

in helping parents to be more informed 

children.
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attending the parent training and support 

team would be paramount in helping him 

planning and follow through. 

opportunities to practice better parenting. 

Submitted by Green Chimneys Parent 
Cathy P. 

Teaching Youth to Repair & Restore

T

he single most important aspect of mental health is feeling safe. Restorative 
Justice

it supports mending relationships between students to help them heal that wound. 

students in all aspects of their programming. 

T

Youth and staff are engaging in consistent 
dialogue that enables them to equally share 
in the responsibility of maintaining a safe, 
productive environment. Learn how Teacher 
Zac Craybas incorporates the practice into his 
classroom at greenchimneys.org/restorative
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her dorm. 

was settling into school and residential 

gelding that joined the herd around the 

Martins recognized her abilities and 

helping her peers with their work.

a great rapport with her social worker 

she committed to doing the work and 

both sad and good at the same time. 

choose to deal with it.” 

in constant contact with the treatment 
team and participate in trainings 

foster understanding while also supporting 

connection. 

Being Fearlessly Maddy 
continued from page 1 with her parents and treatment team, 

returning to her home district, but she 
also understands there is more work to 

her passions including horses, writing, and 

The 
world needs more of you. Will it be easy? 
Nope. Will it be worth it? Absolutely. Be 
fearlessly you. 

and we are so glad that she is a part of 

Learning & Growing
“When I started as a social work intern in 2014, my supervisor matched my enthusiasm for learning, which was 
not an easy task,” recalls Erin Rider, LCSW. “She encouraged me with opportunities for professional develop-
ment and consistent clinical supervision, and inspired me with her own commitment to personal growth as a 
clinician. She encouraged my interest to learn everything and anything I could about the field. This made me 
want to stay on as an employee and eventually become a supervisor, myself.” 

Currently serving as Assistant Director of Social Services, Erin is contributing to the continuum of growth for 
staff at Green Chimneys. Erin invests time in the social work interns she supervises, understanding their indi-
vidual strengths and helping to map paths to their career goals. We are grateful for the leadership of Erin and 
many others who are ensuring that staff culture is not only collaborative, but provides ample support and guid-
ance, too. Explore the benefits and rewards of working at Green Chimneys; visit greenchimneys.org/careers
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to prepare for their future is 

that facilitates career awareness, skills 

opportunities. As part of the standards 

collaboration with Adult Career and 

participated in work readiness and job 

bring the courses to the school campus, 

participation.   

A

programming can be challenging. This 

• An increased number of students who 

• Accommodation of students who 
prefer to learn in person but are 

•

•

in work readiness courses with the goal 
of a summer internship through The Arc. 

and had secured a position at a local ice 

of his schedules and submitted his hours 
each week, reinforcing his great sense of 

communication, and appropriate 
demeanor, this work builds an important 
foundation that sets up students for 
success, both now and into their future.
Left to right Multiple times a week, Kolby
works at ACME Supermarket in Brewster. 
Stevin is building landscaping skills through 
a placement in partnership with The Arc Mid-
Hudson. Colin has benefitted from a range of 
experiences, including a job in food services 
at Green Chimneys.

greenchimneys.org/cbs

T

Students 
Prepare for 
Their Futures
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Navigating
the Holidays
Support for Local 
Youth & Families



'Tis the Season to Celebrate 75 Years of'Tis the Season to Celebrate 75 Years of  

Tradition & InnovationTradition & Innovation



and he wanted to help students foster the same connection with the natural 
world. 

Fulfill our one winter wish and...
•

•

•

Give to Green Chimneys today:
•

• Or go online to greenchimneys.org/support

Thank you for believing in the importance of  
special education and animal-assisted services. 

you.  



knowledge and handling skills 

animals, such as goats, sheep and llamas, 

horses through choreographed routines 

a full routine, but to coordinate with fellow 

horse. Other students in the horse barn 
presented mounted dressage, trail and 
hand trail classes.

all while handling an animal, takes a lot of 

annual tradition to help our students not 

them the feeling of success that propels 

the future. 

G

Summer was also a success for hundreds of 
families served by Green Chimneys Summer 
Camps. Led on the Brewster and Clearpool 
campuses, a summer of outdoor adventure 
and friendship created memories to last a 
lifetime. Get ready for the 2023 camp season! 
Register at greenchimneys.org/camps
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teachers gained much more from 

program with another special education 

packed sport.  

The week started in the swimming pool 

able to get comfortable in the boats, and 

where students honed in on the skills 
needed to paddle and control their boat. 

Connecticut!

week for the students that also pushed 

to master this mindset, trust in the group, 

T

Hitting the Rapids
Students Shine



Family-
Centered 
from the 
Start

How our nature-based program can 
help to welcome prospective families 
to Green Chimneys:

and becomes more familiar with the team 

animals are part of that, because intui

committed to caring for all. 

Animals and nature help to put people at 
ease, allowing personalities or preferences 
to emerge, and lead to meaningful con

their parents while walking in the barn, 

cate at all.” 

and education plans that will guide the 

Our Admissions Team (above) is here to help. 
Get to know Green Chimneys and take the 
first steps in exploring our therapeutic school 
and residential treatment center by visiting 
greenchimneys.org/admissions
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he prospect of attending a new 

child but for a child with special 

transferring from another program, it can 

right place for their child, parents are 
What will my child 

think? How will they feel? Who will be 
there for them?   

the woodworking teacher, the woman who 

a room being told about what would be 

friends, and gain the coping skills she 

make strong connections with teens who 
are similar to her. Finding a school that 

focus remains on how we can best support 

step onto campus.”

Bella for dinner on campus and she 

much communication.”    

T



Donor Corner: 
To Cricket, 
With Love

I

Dear Green Chimneys, How’s Cricket 
doing? I have sponsored Cricket before 
and I want to again. Please can I get some 
more pictures?

brother, parents, cousins, and aunts and 
uncles all wanted to tour our campus in 

Cricket is one of several Green Chimneys animals available for 
sponsorship. Each sponsorship includes a card with the animal's 
photo and short bio. Sponsorships start at $25. And they make 
great holiday gifts, too. You decide whether you'd like the card 
sent to you or directly to the gift recipient. 

Impress the animal lover in your life this holiday season with a gift 
of animal sponsorship. Your gift will support the care of animals 
that are helping children grow: greenchimneys.org/sponsor

The 6th Annual Conquer the Forest Trail Run is a challenging 
and fun 5k that raises funds for Green Chimneys' therapeutic 
education and nature-based programs. The clock is ticking 
but there is still time to meet us at the starting line: 

Sun, Nov 20 at 9am • Clearpool Campus • Carmel, NY
greenchimneys.org/trailrun  

Conquer 
the Forest

animal friend.

Moments like these are at the heart of what 

comforting, inspiring, grounding, or just 
plain fun.  

injured wildlife that call our campus home. 

Share the Spirit
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In August, The Sam and Myra Ross Institute hosted its first-ever camel workshop, 
bringing over 50 people and 13 camels together (above). This spring, professionals 
from across the globe will attend the next Human-Animal Interaction Conference, 
Animal-Assisted Services: Focus on the Animal. Hosted in partnership with the 
University of Denver Graduate School of Social Work and the Institute for Human-
Animal Connection, hai2023 will take place on April 28-29. Space is limited; register 
today at greenchimneys.org/hai2023

during a session with a student, clinical 

thoughts, he began making connections 

and just needed others to understand. 

together, the student can recognize that 

and ends up becoming his cheerleader, 

all are comfortable with. To see such a 

guide him along and encourage him is 

Decade of Partnership & Growth
By Samantha Arevalo, Equine Program Manager

B

role and what each student needs from 

one student in their session, and then a 

therapeutic goals.  

h
ai

20
23
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1. Every year Boni-Bel Farm & Country Store sparks the season with Holidays on 
the Farm, a wintry wonderland of handmade decorations, prepared gift baskets, 
and warm customer service provided by our students. Pick up your sustainably 
grown holiday greens—tree sales start Sat, Nov 26. 

2. Enjoy 365 days of Green Chimneys! Featuring award-winning photography by  
Jason Houston, our Animal Calendar provides 12 months of our animals and their 
real-life stories. A great gift for yourself or a loved one. $30 per, shipping included.

3. Support our therapeutic programs for children and animals every time you shop 
on Amazon. Before you shop, login using Amazon Smile and .5% of your purchase 
will be donated to Green Chimneys. 

Stay connected online for holiday highlights, student news, and animal updates:

Making 
Spirits 
Bright

You're invited 
to celebrate 
the season with 
Green Chimneys! 

Each option helps 
our children and 
animals, too. 

For details, visit 
greenchimneys.
org/holidays 
or scan:

Green Chimneys @greenchimneys Green Chimneys NewsGreen Chimneys

Green Chimneys
400 Doansburg Road, Box 719
Brewster, NY 10509-0719
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